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A. The Mission Of The Task Force 

1. The Problem 

Cta Norcnber "1, 1975, William C. Sullivan, former 
Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the 
Senate Select Ccnnlttee to Study Gove rn mental Operations 
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 
from late 1963 and continuing mtil the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , King was the target of an 
intensive canpaigi by the F.B.I. to neutralize him as an 
effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in 
the t war against King "No holds were barred." (Senate 
Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee 
to Study Gcr/ernrcsntal Operations with Respect to 
Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other 
testimony describing this F.B.I. counterintelligence 
campaign against King reached the public through the 
n®*s media. As a consequence there was a regeneration of 
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the 
Bureau may have had seme responsibility in Dr. King's 
death and may not have dona an Impartial and thorougi 
Investigation of the assassination. 
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2. The Attorney Gener al* s Directive 

On tfcvenber 24, 1975, the Attorney General of the 
Udted States directed the Civil Hi^ts Division of the 
Department of Justice to undertake a review of the files 
of the Department and its Federal Bureau of Investigation 
to determine whether the investigation of the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be. reopened. More 
particularly it was scu^it to be determined: (1) whether 

any action taken in relation to Dr. King by the FBI before 
the assassination had, or nay have had, an effect, direct 
or indirect, on that.event, and (2) whether any actim was 
taken by the FBI which had, or may have had, any other 
, -adverse effect on Dr. King. Recordations for criminal, 
disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested. 



